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Location of Sinauli

e Archeological Study Site
A Ochre Coloured Pottery (OCP) Culture
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Introduction

Upper Ganga - Yamuna Doab

Baghpat District of Western Uttar Pradesh
Ochre Coloured Pottery

 Women Burial Stand Apart
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Historical Background

» Burials have been Central to Archaeology

» Jan Hodder (Post Processual Scholar) — Graves have social
meanings

» Gender Archaeology Originated in 1970’s-80’s

* Magaret Conkey, Joan Gero, Sarah Nelson — Gender grave
goods are symbolic representation of Gender.

* Indian Scholars R.S.Bisht & B.B. Lal Have worked on graves

* Though Gender remained unexplored
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Excavation at Sinauli

» 2005 Initial Excavation » 2018 Excavation Under DR.
Under D.V. Sharma. Sanjay Manjul.
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Early Discoveries (2005 Excavation)

e 116 Burials.
e Burials Were Oriented North-South.

* Ochre Coloured Pottery




2018 Excavation

 Archaeological Debate
* Wooden Coffin With Copper Sheet
* Rectangular Boxes

* Other Objects Like Antenna Swords , Helmets, Shield ,
Pots, etc

e (Chariot -Cart Debate
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Gender Distinction in Burial Practices

* 3 Women burial ( Asko Parpola)
* Decorated Coffins.

* Broader material assemblage

* Archaeological Significance

» Constructing gender in death

* Parpola’s identification of women Burial
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Burial -1

Burial -1




Shield
Torch(Mashal)

Antenna
sword wheels

Burial -3




——
270 A 13- 2212

Human §
Skull & rio

size of coffin 8x2.5ft. Hight-approx.40 cm

Burial - 6




Broader Material Assemblage

* Rich Array of Funerary Objects.

* Rich Women Burial With Martial Symbols.

 Gender in Death - “Natural Reflection of Life” or
“Symbolic acts”

* (Constructed Death
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Parpola’s Identification of Women
Burial

 Asko Parpola Identified Burial 1,3,&6 As Women Burial.
* Presence of Wheeled Vehicle.

» Covered Coftfin

* Decorated Coffin

* Swords, Shields etc
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Coffin Steatite v/s Copper

Men & women coffin were different.

Man’s coffin — copper sheeting.

Women coffin - steatite (inlay).

* Gender identity were materially distinguished.
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Covered v/s Uncovered

Thodl
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« Women coffin were often covered - Burial 3 & 6.
« Male coftins were not covered.

* Maybe women were associated with enclosure , containment &
ritual seclusion.

* Or may suggest — “Heightened Sacredness”
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Absence of feet in Burial-1

 Feet was absent.

* Debated.

* May be reflecting less “earthly mobility” or might suggest
“transformation from earthly to transcendent figure”

* Made coffin — Anatomical wholeness
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Rethinking Weapon & Gender

» Copper antenna swords, shields,
wheeled vehicle

* Symbolic objects encoding rituals
authority.

* Literally “warrior or ritual leader” ?

* Absence of such elaborate martial
symbol in male burial.
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Gender as a Constructed Category

* Not a biological constant

* Ritually constructed category

* Enclosed, Symbolically transformed & elevated through :
» Vehicle

* Weapons
= Elite Funerary Display
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Coffin Marked as Elite Status

 Coftins are rare in South Asian Archaeology
 (Coftins were not neutral containers
» Symbolic - transformed the deceased into sacred figures

* Their decoration suggests investment of labor,
resources, and craftsmanship
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Conceptions of the Afterlife

Torch(Mashal) Coffin

Antenna Eielrnot
sword wheels

* Maintained complex ideas of the afterlife.
* Death : notan end
: but as a transition to another realm.
* Death : Ritual Legitimation.
* Reinforcing both social hierarchy and gendered authority.
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Gender & Class
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Ordinary women and men were  Elite women were elevated in
interred in simpler ways. death.
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Conclusion

* Materially distinguished Coftins
* Indicates social stratification, hierarchy or gender roles

e Women Warrior or NOT - Still Debated
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Thank You
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